English 102

Assignment 2 Pre-Draft A

Due: Friday, October 5
Skill: Breaking Down an Author’s Writerly Moves: Looking for Claims and Evidence 

Reading: Nicholas Carr’s “Is Google Making Us Stupid.”

Required Materials: Two Different Colored Pens; Carr Reading; Computer to type response on (to send to me).

Part 1: Breaking down the reading

BRING TO CLASS

Make sure you print out Carr’s article (as you should for everything in this class). Now take one of your pens and Gloss the reading. 

1. What is Carr’s main idea for each paragraph? Write your interpretation of this argument in your own words to the right margin of each paragraph in one or two sentences. Also, using this same color pen, underline where you think Carr is actually saying his topic sentence for each paragraph (sometimes there will be two, so underline both; other times he won’t explicitly say it, which is fine, just use your glossing step to explicitly say it for him).

2. Simultaneously, on the left margin, write what you think to be the evolving main argument that Carr is trying to get to. In addition, write a sentence explaining how this paragraph is contributing, bringing something new, or complicating the main argument at this point. What role is this paragraph playing? How does it support, move against, or add nuance to Carr’s argument? Why does it exist?

3. Now, go through Carr’s article again, looking at your margin notes, and using your second color pen, underline what you see as supporting evidence for paragraph main points that you wrote out before. What kind of evidence is Carr using in each part? Where is he using the rhetorical methods or types of logic we discussed in class to support his claims/arguments? 
In summation, you should be using one color pen to write about paragraph main claims and the flow of the paper’s main argument. In another color, you will be underlining and naming the role of evidence and rhetorical support.

Part 2: Using Your Close Reading to Find Meaning and Sharpen Writing Tools for Later Use

Total Length: 1 pg and 1 paragraph

TURN IN TO ME
Now, in a page response that you will send to me via email, respond to MOST of the following questions:

Meaning: 

What is Carr saying about the role of this particular technology in our personal and social lives? How is this technology changing us? What is saying about WHY we use this technology and WHY we value it? Would you say that Carr finds this technology beneficial or detrimental to our lives? Does he fall somewhere in between? Why? What is his main argument, if you had to put it in your own words? Do you disagree or agree with him? Either way, why is that the case? What might he be forgetting from his argument about this technology? What is his most convincing piece of evidence to support his main argument and does it convince you? And, finally, most generally, what is he saying about the relationship between technology and society?

Finally, write a ½ page responding to MOST of these questions:

Looking at Structure and Style:

How does Carr approach this topic? Does he take a historical look? Does he use anecdotes and personal experience? Does he invoke popular culture? Does he use a central term (as Selzer did) or concept that he keeps returning to? One way to think about this is to look at his opening and closing paragraphs, since these paragraphs frame the essay. What are they doing? Why did he choose to start this way? What is beneficial and detrimental about this method? How might you use it? Finally, where do you see the main argument in this essay? Is it near the beginning, the end, or the middle? Why might Carr have placed it where he did? What does he gain or lose by this decision? Do you think it was a good choice? Why or why not?
