English 102
Assignment 2 Post-Draft A
Due: Friday, October 19

Task:  Finding Credible and Reliable Sources and Identifying the Usefulness of your Discovered Sources

Part 1:  Building Key Words/Terms From Your Brainstorming or Drafts

Before you can start searching you need to think of the terms you are going to use to help you find research that is related and relevant to your project. To do this, look for words that are repeated over and over again, or that seem to hold a central place in your paper. Usually, the best place to find such terms is to look into your thesis.  So, if my thesis is something like:

I think that using the internet constantly to read articles is making us stupider because it has lowered our attention span, capability for critical analysis, and writing skills.

You would want to look for words like: attention span, critical analysis, writing skills, internet reading.  Then, to find more words, you need to think deeper about what might be implied, or the fields that such issues might falling under. So, something like: psychology, internet technology, changes in cognition, changes in critical thinking skills, depth of comprehension, etc.

Try different combinations of the words and clauses that you have selected to see what comes up in your various search fields.

Another good way to build key words/terms  is to think about questions that you have about the topic and then rephrasing those questions as clauses (short combination of words) that you plug into the search engine.  For example, my topic involves “stupider,” so I have the question, “What are the definitions of stupid,” and “how is stupidity measured?” I can turn questions like this into phrases like “definitions of stupid” and “measurements of stupidity.” I can also take longer questions like “What is the connection between internet reading and levels of cognition?” and turn into something like “internet reading and cognition.”

As I think you can see, the key is to think of likely verbs and nouns that will describe the words that you are looking for. Try to shorten the search to a couple of words that you can interchange in combination. Using question words (like why, where, how) is not really effective because these kinds of words do not usually show up in ABSTRACTS or TITLES of articles. 

Finding the place to search for a Source
	When you start looking for sources to back up your claims, complicate your ideas, to present a counterargument, or whatever role you want it to play, you need to make sure that you have found a source that is credible and reliable.  So, before you do anything else, you need to make sure that you are searching within a reliable place to find your sources. Typical reliable sources are college libraries and databases and nationally recognized newspapers and magazines. These are credible, or fit to be believed and convincing, and reliable, a source that can be trusted (to be honest and truthful), because they are all checked by peers in their profession and made by experts in their field.

College Books and Databases:
How do you find such sources? Well, the most reliable way to find a source is to use the databases or book search on our library website.  To get there, go to www.umb.edu/library. 

To search for books, click on Healy Library Catalog:

Click on the “Advanced “ tab. Use  your key words in the “Search” fields provided .

To search for articles, click on Databases and Indexes:

Nationally Recognized Newspapers and Magazines:

Here is a list of nationally recognized and credible magazines and newspapers. You can pretty much use any newspaper that reports on events objectively as well. Here is a list that I can think of:

Newspapers: New York Times, Washington Post, Boston Globe, Cleveland Plain Dealer; you can also try websites like npr.org, msnbc.com, or cnn.com

General magazines: Newsweek, The Economist, The Atlantic, Time 

Science magazines: Discover magazine, Science News, Scientific American, American Scientist

Technology: Wired, 21stcentury, CNET news, Popular Mechanics

Type in one of these magazines in google, and see if what articles pop up from using your keywords in their search engines.

PART 2: Evaluating the Credibility, Reliability and Role of your Sources


Now that you have found four sources, it is time to think more critically about if they will be used in your revision. Please apply all four of these questions to THREE (3) of your sources. This means that you will be answering each of these questions three times. Please reply to question in its own paragraph.  So, your writing will look like this:


Source A
Paragraph Response to Question 1 for Source A
Paragraph Response to Question 2 for Source A
Paragraph Response to Question 3 for Source A
Paragraph Response to Question 4 for Source A

Source B
Paragraph Response to Question 1 for Source B
Paragraph Response to Question 2 for Source B
Paragraph Response to Question 3 for Source B
Paragraph Response to Question 4 for Source B

Etc. for source C.

Bring this Writing in to class  and turn it in to me.


1. Pick a quotation from the source that complicates, refutes, or forwards your main claim (Remember the page number!)


2. What is this quotation about? What is it saying about your particular technology?  About the relationship of, more generally, technology to society?


3. Explanation of the significance of this quotation to your paper. How does it complicate, refute, or forward your argument? How does it connect to the rest of your paper?



4. Based off of your explanation of the quote, what is a new sub-topic of your paper? In other words, what will this paragraph be about? Put your answer into 2-3 sentences (i.e. topic sentence and development of sub-topic). How might you revise your main claim in response to this information?
